
MISSION

NUKU is a theatre for the young viewer that shapes young people’s cultural space, broadens their 
senses, reflects their perception of the world, and helps them to get to know themselves and the 
world. NUKU also comprises a museum and a festival, which form a synergistic whole with the 
theatre, promoting theatre for the young viewer in Estonia as well as abroad and providing an inspi-
rational environment for creative development and self-realization.

NUKU seeks contact with the young viewer, but speaks to other age groups as well. Youthfulness 
and a desire to learn are above all a question of an inner disposition and can characterise children, 
young people and adults alike. Theatre’s task is to find this disposition that is present in everyone, 
and communicate with it. Theatre can help young people understand their place in the world or 
inspire them to change themselves and/or the world. Through theatre, young people can see and 
value relationships with all that is around them – family, friends, the society, nature and different 
cultures – but also see what is unhealthy or dangerous about these relationships. Growing up in 
the sphere of influence of such a theatre, they will hopefully enter adulthood as empathetic, open-
minded and inspired individuals.

VISION

Theatre

Productions are chosen into the repertory of NUKU Theatre based on their content, target group and 
production type. We determine these by answering three principal questions:

 1. Why is this production staged?
 2. Who is the production aimed at? 
 3. How is the production staged in terms of form?

The main target group of NUKU Theatre is viewers aged 5-15, but but because of their content, 
theatrical language and artistic quality, the productions also speak to adult theatre enthusiasts. At 
least one production for adults premieres every season; a production for small children (aged 1-5) is 
taken into the repertory at least once in two seasons. 

NUKU Theatre is the only theatre in Estonia that consistently includes puppet and visual theatre 
productions in its repertory. Puppet and visual theatre make it possible to treat topics in an uncon-
ventional theatrical language that combines various performing art forms. This gives the viewer a 
fresh perspective and stimulates and cultivates their imaginative and interpretative capacities. Pro-
moting puppet and visual theatre is not the sole or the primary goal of NUKU Theatre, but an inte-
gral part of the theatre’s identity. When creating the productions, we look for a dialogue of the goals 
of content and visual forms of expression.



NUKU Theatre is recognised among various viewer groups as a theatre of high artistic level that 
creates productions for young viewers. The theatre has a well-established place and voice on Esto-
nian theatrical and cultural scene and in the society as a whole. Viewers are captivated by both the 
topics of our productions, which tackle socially and humanly significant questions, as well as the 
well-considered relation between form and content. A high professional level makes NUKU a wel-
come guest at international theatre festivals.

Museum

NUKU Theatre is the only theatre in Estonia that comprises a museum, which supports its mission 
and vision.

The permanent and temporary exhibitions of the museum introduce puppetry arts and the history 
of our theatre. The museum hosts and organises educational and theatrical programmes, meetings, 
lectures and workshops. It communicates with our productions’ target groups, discusses the back-
ground of the productions, analyses what has been seen in the theatre and collects feedback. The 
museum researches, collects and preserves materials connected with NUKU Theatre and records 
performance activity.

Festival

NuQ Treff is a biennial international theatre festival with a mission to bring contemporary visual, 
puppet and object theatre to Estonian viewers, to broaden the horizons and skills of theatre profes-
sionals, to create international contacts, and to offer a creative outlet for the best in their field.

Aimed at both children and adults, the programme of foreign productions introduces the possi-
bilities of visual theatre and cultivates the skill of reading universal theatrical language. The pro-
gramme of NUKU Theatre’s own productions allows people working in NUKU, the audience and 
theatre theorists to place our productions in the context of world-class theatre. The festival will 
thereby raise theatre professionals’ as well as the audience’s awareness and interest in various 
forms of theatre. Productions of NUKU and other Estonian theatres introduce our visual theatre 
to foreign experts. Contacts are made for professional cooperation and participating in foreign 
festivals.


